LACK OF APPRECIATION                               67
wrote: " It; is not kind in one's native air to treat a poor wanderer as it has me since1, my arrival. The rain and cold at first gave, me a sore throat and its accompaniments; the hot weather has given me a slow fever, not absolutely bad enough to keep my bed, yet enough to hinder me from doing anything;" and again, "I have scarcely been able to hold up my head." In blustering October, on the other hand, while in the midst of the detested Impress work, he says: "My health, thank (lod, was never better, and I am fit for any quarter of the globe;" although "it rains hard, and we have had very bad weather of late." Whatever momentary vexation he may have vented in a hasty expression, it was entirely inconsistent with his general tone to take amiss an employment whose vital importance he would have been the first to admit. Lack of zeal, or haggling about the duty assigned him, wan entirely foreign to his character; that the country needed tint men who were to ho pressed was reason sufficient for one of hit* temper. If, indued, there had been an apparent intention to keep him in such inglorious occupation, and out of the expected war, he might have chafed; but his orders to bo constantly ready indicated the intention to send him at oneu to tho front, if hontiliticH began. Doubtless ho was dis-appointtid that the application he made for a ship-of-tlie-line wju* not granted; but he knew that, being still a very young captain, what ha asked was a favor and its refusal not a grievance, nor doen ho neoni to have looked upon it otherwise.
There were, however, some annoyanc.es, which, joined to the lack of appreciation for his eminent services to the interests of Hie nation in the Went Indies, must have keenly stung him. Without the slightest necessity, (ixce.pt that laid upon him by his own public, spirit, he had fought and struggled, and endured throe yearn of hot water to nerve the Government. lie might have gone easy, as did the admiral and the other captains; but itwttiad of HO doing ho had destroyed the contraband trado, and ro-etttabliHhod the working of laws upon whldi ttict proHpwity and security of the kingdom were thought to depnti For this ho had received a perfunctory, formal acknowledgment, though none apparently from the Admiralty, the head of his own service. But he soon, found that* if alow to thank, they were prompt to blame, and that